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Zambian Film Projects
Fact Sheet

How it all started ...

Jabbes Mvulahad been working in the broadcast industry in his native Zambia when he had
alife-changing experience tha sent him on ajourney to do something important and make a
difference.

To undastand what propelled him on this journey, watch his digitd story at:
http:/ / www.cyndigreening.com/ 2006/ 05/ the_digital_story that_started.html

So Jabbes garted hisjourney in the Digitd Filmmaking program & Mesa Community
College. He asked Cyndi Greening, his professor, to help produce his film and his passion
garted to spread. A plan was made and some funding secured through aschool grant. Asa
result, in early August, sudents from MCC are going to Zambiato help Jabbes make
Zambiasfirg full-length feeture film to honor the memory of his son.

The First Zambian Feature Film ... BAD TIMING

Based on a stage play by renowned Zambian playwright Samuel Kasankha, BAD TIMING is
very contemporary tae tha combines the dramatic narrative of modern life with therich
customs and culture of the Zambian people. BAD TIMING isthe story of Chiku, a
respected socid activist who isinvited to leed the U.N. Task Forceto investigate and
improve the Future of the African Child. Duringthis period, Chiku is dso preparing for his
wedding. The son of aNgoni chief, he isto marry Mutinta, the daughter of aTonga leade.
Shortly before he marries, he is nearly seduced by a seemingly innocent neighborhood girl.
When the police arest him at his wedding, his brideis horrified to discover that her new
husband is accused of rgpe. Wanting to avoid alife sentence in prison, Chiku begins an epic
sruggle to resore himsdf persondly and professondly. A tae of falure, corruption,
forgiveness and redemption, BAD TIMING revedstherich culture and socid interactions
of contemporary Zambians, set againg therich backdrop of Zambian countryside

The Documentary ... VOICE OF AN AFRICAN NATION

Smultaneoudy, a documentary about the making of the first Zambian film and the
establishment of the film industry in Zambiais being produced. It will reved the culturd
exchange that occurs between the American “crew” comprised of MCC students and faculty
and the Zambian citizens. The documentary follows them from their relatively affluent,
predominantly white community to this economicaly chalenged nation in Africa. It will
explan the efforts of the “crew” to providedigitd filmmaking training and technology to
Zambian producers, directors and teachers.

Through the making of the films, our god isto bring the stories and the voices of a
previoudy unrepresented African nation to the globd cinema. We hopeto support the
expangion of the film industry in Zambia and to reved the beauty of Zambiafor potentid
tourig, vistors and investors.
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Positive Economic Impact ...

Making this film has the potentid to greatly impact the Zambian economy. It hasthe
potentid to:

» Egablish the film industry in Zambiathereby creating new jobs and career
opportunities for many people

* Enhanceinteres in and awvareness of Zambian Fine Arts including performance arts,
visud arts, grgphic arts and traditiond fine arts.

* Increase Zambian tourism revenues and expand tourism-relaed jobs because people
will see the natura beauty and rich culture of the nation and want to vist

» Feature scenesfrom Victoria Fdls, one of the Seven Wonde's of the World,
encouraging vigtors to tour Zambias nationd parks and other areas of beauty

* Internationd digtribution of the film will generate revenues for the nation and
gimulate future projects

* Internationd digtribution of the film will dso present the Zambian people and the
Zambian nation to the world so they may be represented in the globd cinemaand the
globd community a-large

Cultural and Educational Exchange ...

Making this film will greatly impact the students and faculty from Mesa Community College.
It will dso impact teachers, directors, artists and filmmakersin Zambia The exchanges we
expect to occur during the making of these filmsincludes:

» Making the films will be apowerful and postive experience for the MCC students.
They will participate in making thefirst feature film for anaion. They will have the
opportunity to help otherswith the certain knowledge that they are making a
difference.

» They will experience life in athird-world country where it is remarkable if your child
reaches aduthood as opposed to lifein the U.S where we expect dl of our children to
see aduthood. Thiswill increase their senstivity to ther role as globad citizens.

» MCC gudentswill benefit professondly and persondly by participating in this project.
They will have the opportunity to return to the community and share dl that they have
learned with other sudents and Arizonacitizens.

» MCC faculty will be teaching digitd filmmaking to interested Zambian directors, artists
and filmmakers 0 that even more Zambian stories can be shared with the world.

* Sudentswill assigt in thetraining tha will encourage future film production and
digribution of additiona Zambian films.

* |n addition to providing training, the intent isto leave the technology and tools behind
with the Zambian Nationd Arts Council for use by Zambian filmmakersto srengthen
the artigtic voice of the naion and positively affect the economy.

* Findly, the Univergty of Lusakaand the Evelyn Hone Technicd College have
requested the opportunity for an ongoing faculty and student exchange program to
gimulate further growth, learning and cooperation between our two nations.
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Interest and Support Have Skyrocketed ...

» Sundance Film Festival progranmers have added both BAD TIMING and VOICE
OF AN AFRICAN NATION to ther tracking sheets for the 2007 festivd.

» Cyndi and Jabbes have been sdlected for the Independent Producers Conference a
the Sundance Inditute in August. The conference guides participantsin fund-raising
and securing the greatest possible domedtic and internationd distribution.

» The Zambian Film Projects have been presented to the Vice President of the
Zambian N ation and he has endorsed the projects. While the MCC crew isin
Zambia, there will be agovernment dinner in their honor.

* The Zambian Ambassador will visit Mesato meet with school officids and the
Governor of Arizonato expressthe gratitude of the Zambian government. The
Ambassador will formdly recognize and thank the sudents and faculty for their
contribution to the naion.

» Award-winning cinemaographer N ancy Schreiber (Courtney Cox's NOVEMBER
and SHADOW MAGI C) has agreed to shoot the feature film if funding becomes
available.

» Award-winning documentary filmmaker David Mallin (ZAMBIAN FORGE) has
agreed to shoot the documentary if funding becomes avallable.

» Zambian singer Danny has agreed to write two songs for the film and promotethe
film at dl of his concerts. Wildly popular in southern Africa, Danny's song KAYA
wasthe longest #1 running Single in Zambian history

» Zambian National Broadcast has dready begun publicity and promotion for the
film. They will broadcest the interview Cyndi and Jabbes did with Colin Boyd for
The Big Picture on FM1015. They will ar avideo package tha featuresMCC
Presdent Larry Chrigtiansen and Vice Presdent Gaill Mee discussing the contribution
the film is making to the college.

» Zambian Arts Patron Dr. Edgar N g’oma has pledged accommodations and
trangportation for the entire film crew for the duraion of the film shoot and training
sessons.

* Recently, we got acdl from the neighboring nation of Zimbabwe. They have
requested that the Zambian films submit an officid goplication so they can be featured
as the opening films for the 2006 Zimbabwe I nternational Film Festival.

» The Sae of Arizonahas committed severd million dollarsto expanding the film
industry in the state.  This sort of high-profile project supports the goals of
Governor Napolitano for economic development in the State of Arizona The
governor’s office is awvare of and supportive of these projects.
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Initial Funding From MCC Grant ...

When Cyndi returned from Sundance in January of 2006, Jabbes asked for her support in
returning to Zambiato make the firg feature film in his country. H e asked her to produce
his film. Shewanted to know wha tha meant to him. He wanted the use of two high-
end digital video cameras. He explaned that dl of the digitd video camerasin Zambia
were very smal and that there were very few of them. He explained how little equipment
was available in his country. Cyndi was concerned.

She sad that she was certain she could get two cameras but she didn't think he'd be able to
finish it done. Shetold him that it was just too much for one person. She thought afew
minutes and offered to go with him. She suggested that they put together asmall student
crew. She addel tha they could document the process so others could know what everyone
went through. He was shocked and pleased. “Oh, Mum, don’t tease me like this’ he sad,
“That would be the mos wonderful thing. | would be so grateful. Thiswould truly honor
my son!”

S0, Cyndi wrote an M CC I nnovative Project Grant to cover the trangportation cog for a
smdl crew. Included in the grant was the use of the school equipment, including a Sony
HVR-Z1U and Panasonic DV X-100A, severd light kits, microphones and tripods These
high-definition cameras ensured that they had the opportunity for internationd distribution.
Snce theflights are quite cogtly ($1800 to $3500 per seet) and there was alimit to the
amount that could be requested in the grant, she madethe initid crew request for two
faculty and four sudents. In late April the announcement was made they had been
awarded an Innovative Project grant! They were going to Zambiato make the film!

As you can see, what started out as a modest little project has grown tremendously.
In addition to producing Zambias first feature film and companion documentary, they had
the opportunity for ongoing educationd exchange, technica filmmaking training and
digtributing donated equipment.

Cyndi started looking for more funding so they could do the project to the best of
their ability. They decided they should use a larger crew. Fifteen sudentshad
committed themsalves to working on the project from the beginning. More students would
dlow for better lighting, set design, make-up and hair. When the educationa exchange and
traning component was added, four additiond faculty and one administrator committed
themselves to the project. Funding needswere growing.

With the Innovative Project Grant, there is funding from MCC for four (4) Sudents and two
(2) faculty membersto travel to Zambia The grant dso dlows the use of MCC equipment.
Logstics, lodgng and transportation support for the projectsis being provided by the
Zambian government and Zambian Arts Patron Dr. Edgar Ngoma
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Funding Wish List

* $24,200 to send eleven (11) more students to be part of the crew. This dlows more
sudentsto participate in and benefit from the project. 1t dso meansthe film will be more
competitive visualy because the lighting, set design, sound design, production design,
costuming, har and make-up will be handled by a dedicated crew member.

* $8,800 to send four (4) more faculty to paticipate in the University and College
educationd exchange program. They would dso expand the number of people who could
be reached in the training sessons for Zambian artigts, filmmakers and teachers

* $15,000 to buy filmmaking and editing equipment to leave behind with the Zambians
who we have trained so they can carry on our misson for the expangon of the film industry
in Zambia Thiswill increase the number of Zambian stories that will be told and reved the
beauty of the nation and the people. (At this point, we have been seeking equipment
donations from manufacturers. Assistance to secure equipment—new or used—would be
equaly vauable.

» $4800 for consumables (DV tapes, bulbs, gels, &c.) needad for the production process.
Thiswould dso includethe cost of anew boom microphone setup and theinsurance rider
for the equipment in the event of theft, loss or damage during the production.

Participation and Support Wish List

Endorsement from acelebrity desply committed to African causes would be very helpful.
Celebrities such as Oprah Winfrey, Brad Pitt, Angelina Jolie, Bono, Sting, George
Clooney or Matt Damon would be invduable.

Perhaps, if one of these individuds wanted more persond involvement, they would cordidly
invited to do the voice-over for the documentary. That sort of participation would enhance
the distribution options for the film and greetly expand the audience.

Support in contacting manufacturers such as Sony, Sennheiser, Lowell and Appleto donae
equipment for the training sessons (that would be left behind with the Zambian Nationd
Arts Council and the schools) would be redly helpful.

Funding Miracle List

* $405,000 to shoot the feature on 35mm film with Nancy Schreiber. Currently,
everyone is donating their time and effort to the cause. None of the Sudents, faculty, actors
or Zambian crew are being pad. The films are certanly alabor of love but they have a
greater chance of being powerful and visudly compdling if they are shot on film by an
award-winning cinematographer. A detaled budget could be provided. The addition of a
cinematogrgpher dramaticaly increases the marketability of the film.

» $160,000 to secure the participation of David Mallin as the videographer on the
documentary project. David shot ZAMBIAN FORGE, adocumentary about the Meheba
Refugee Settlement in Zambia. Familiar with Zambian culture and filmmaking needs David
would ensure avisudly viable product. A detailed budget could be provided upon request.
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Student and Faculty Quotes

During our last meeting we spoke about why we wanted to help on this project and wha
impact it will have on the future, not only for our careers and aspirations locdly, but for
Zambia | had not redized the impact until the wordsleft my mouth, “We are going to help
aCOUNTRY.” Thisisaredization that isgreater than | could have ever imagined and | am
even more honored to be apart of the revolutionary experience. ~ Katie Greisger

I'veben to Sundancefar thelagt faur years | amhaaingthat wewill g the Zamian doumentary and
drardticnaratlivedmein timetosuomit tothefetival. It waudd bea dreamaaretrue(and anirade to
havear filmat Sudene Fa Jaes sskeand tohonar thishigaicmoret far Zamia, it wadd be
redly ad if it could deout & Sundenee If wedl anmmit aursgdvestoit and doaur bet wak, thegods midt
grilenud ~ AleHart

At some point we must chooseto give back, or a the very least become afacilitator of
growth for others and further, empower and enable them to flourish on their own. | have
the opportunity to facilitate the growth of anation, to asss in ddivering the message of a
country, and expose the face of apeople. ~ M.K. Racine

Yau @antdl rigt anay thet hehasthishigantition na anly far hinrsdf but far his cuntry. ~ Mided
Matesa

Why isit that one person’s loss can cause usto look a our own lives and gppreciate what we
have? Every time | hear Jabbes's story about how helost his son | get afedling of quilt.
Maybe this would be better described as empathy. All the love and hopes| know Jeébbes had
for hisson, | dso have for mine. ~ Jason Werner

It'sexatingtobea part d ateamthet will hdp aestea peth far a cuntry thet isna wal knoan by ahers
It'sadanceto hdp theauntry find its oan vae and beromesuaessiul, a journgy wal wath taking ~
JneeTaawo

| have limited information and no experience with what it'sredly like in Africa | redize that
most Americans find it hard to understand the problems that these cultures face on adaly
basis genocide sarvation, epidemics. Thelack of understand of these issuesis what
motivates me the most to help with these projects. | know that they will motivate othersto
take action and help the African naiion. And in wha better way than through independent
film can we bring other cultures and the issues they face to the world? We are going to make
adifference. ~ Katie Greisger

Shutly after theprged bagan, | atended theSouth By Southwest (SXSW) Film Fegtival in
Audin. | had thegopatunity totalk with an indudry prdfessand who pagdizesin fundngfilmstobe
ddributed in Eurgreand Asia. | dhared what wewaredangin Zambiia and questianed himabaut wherel
mdh find fundng Hewesa kind and gadausfdlov o | wes anpddy arprised when hesaid, “ Thaeis
NO nmogy/fa Afric” Hovauld an etireantingt beunadetossurefunding | quetioned He
explaned that thealy nensthat aneaut d Afriawesbed — geadde HIV and Al Ds thejanjane,
arrugtian, ganatian, rdugeeanys “ Thaewill likdy benofundngfar Afri” hesad, “until a
different voice can be heard, adffeat faeshoantothewald” ~ Cynd Graming
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Link List

Jabbes Digta Sory
http://w ww.cyndigreening.com/2 006/0 5/t he _digitd_gory tha_darted html

Podcast: The Big Picture with Colin Boyd on FM101.5
http://w ww.cyndigreening.com/ more/p odcasts/0 60518 Cynematik_BigPicturemp3

Blogs for the Zambian Feature the companion D ocumentary:.
e http://w ww.filmzambiacom/b adtiming/

o http://w ww.filmzambiacom/africanvoice/

o http://w ww.filmzambiacom/

PressKit & Media Coverage
http://w ww.filmzambiacom/m ore/F ilmZ ambiaPressKit.pdf

http://w ww.filmzambiacom/m ore/ Tribunelabbes.png

http://w ww.filmzambiacom/m edial.htm

http://w ww.filmzambiacom/m ore/G rantPressRelesse.pdf

David Mdlin's ZAMBIAN FORGE ste
http://w_eb.mac.com/dm dlin/i Web/C loudchaserFilmsaL L C/Z ambian%20Forge.html

Want to know what's hgppening a the 2007 Sundance Film Festival?

Qubscribe to my indieWl RE weblog:
http://b logsindiewire.com/c ynematik

Or check out AZCentral.Com entertanment weblog:
http://w ww.azcentrd.com/ blogs/i ndex.php“blog=112& blogtype= Entertanment

Or check in a my persond weblog:
http://w ww.cyndigreening.com

Contact Information:
Cyndi Greening
Execuive Producer
Phone: 602.740.1446
cyndi @FilmZ ambia.com
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